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O /RS Did you know that  BIll W . spoke for
| our very first convention???

Buffalo's ﬁrs‘t Fall Convention Bill Wilson Meeting
was held in 1942 at the November 13, 1942
.StLLCﬁO Tﬁeate,r, Attendance between 100-125

305 Lafayette St. and Hoyt.
Bill Wilson traveled here from

E

Detroit to be our speaker. -
. 18 Domers @ L 73iplate 3150
He traveled by train s Py
and had little morey. Jo Mot o 2ol O
Srudio Fiicarer AT
The committee paid $7.30 for T Bt 50 55 cacn 25
. . Janitor 500
his hotel roomrt. Sixteen people Flowersfor Bill & sobbic 225
Candy & Cigarettes (preserts) 295
attended the banquet. Lo campiomery Py
. _ Hotel Expenses — Raams gtc. 7.20
They paid $2.00 per plate. oreatge: 50 izo
el Srse f43. 60
After the banquet, about 125 o
Callectiorn 259,93
members and friends gathered Srom Trecns ‘e
352

to hear Bill speak.
The gifts that the convention
conumittee gave hirm were
candy and cigarettes at a cost et o 1ot o e
of $2.95. A copy of the bill
for that memorable occasion
appears on the other side of et e vom
this bookmark. Arenives
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AA- HAS OUTLI VED 1. TS6 USEFULN

I am beginning to think the time has come to shut do wonvoluikd
that it just doesndt mean anything to much of the curreions e
where anything goes and no one pays any attention to the traditions. The history of other groups that tried to become a pareef all
the worldés ills is |l ost on the therapy (self) cent er exdmplesoé
wonderful organizations that lost sight of their purpose and now are all but undetectable. | suspect AA is on the road tacheing all
but undetectable.

In NY State, driving is a privilege, and all driving privileges are not the same. Someone who only holds a motorcycle lieemnnot
drive a car or truck, and someone holding only an oper Bherears
certain guidelines that must be met to operate at each level and you must meet the criteria to enjoy the privileges of egengsing level.
If you violate the guidelines for operation your privileges may be lost. You can continue to operate a motor vehicle illdgahrough
willfulness and wanton disregard, but you are subject to punishment up to and including imprisonment once your privileges dusst.

So, what is the only requirement to enjoy the privilege of membership in AA? A desire to stop drinking. It is the ONLY redne ment.

It does not exclude people who have that desire and have other difficulties, but the unspoken imperative is that you honar phvilege
by not introducing unrelated dogma as if it was ok, that you honor the privilege with personal obedience to the traditionshether you
like it or not. There are many of us sober in AA today that have found freedom from other difficulties by being obedient tbe spiritual
principles embodied in the Twelve Steps and Traditions of AA. To insist on our right to be different and do what we wantlise the
motorcycle only licensee who insists they have the right to operate a big rig despite an unwillingness to meet the guidefresig rig
licensing. They lose the privilege to operate either if they are caught. For ignoring the traditions of AA the price tagnaich higher,
people die. Those who insist on ignoring the traditi duengseomn
the tradition of Unity.

In the 12 & 12, the dialogue on the "8 Tradition points to a most troubling member early on who had another problem with drug addi-
tion. The membership of that time was aware that the man had a real drinking history also, and as such met the only requiremhfor
membership. The man went on to become a tireless worker for AA and never disclosed his other problem except as it woulddsdulito
an individual sufferer. I dondét believe the phr aseolthegaditons
and our singular purpose. He probably would have know ddurat
singular (primary) purpose to secondary importance by the grammatical construction of the phrase. You may argue that it islg
words, but we think in words, and the order of use indicates the order of importance.

The phraseology, AA drug, is a drug, is a drug. o0 i s nbcommuhe
nity, it is a statement that AA has no opinion on as it is an outside issue that commenting on violates ouf trhdition.

This world is full of problems that we wish we coul d ikafliesint

our most complicated and addictive society. Whoamongusdoesnothavecompagf HE HE E E E E E EEEEEEEE SN
sion for those affected. On an individual level, in the privacy of our personal world,
we may act in any fashion we see fit. However, introducing these problems to our

AA groups is not in our best interest as a society. -

From the pamphl et fAProbl ems Other Thahh
vice Conference, it is stated: u
|

iOQur first duty, as a society, isnh

have to avoid distractions and multipurpose activity. An AA Group, as such, can- ®
not take on all the personal problems of its members, let alone the problems of the g
whole world. m

R EEEEN

Sobrietyd freedom from alcohobB through the teaching and practice of the -
Twelve Steps is the sole purpose of an AA group. Groups have repeatedly tried IsssssssssEnnnnnsn
other activities, and they have always failed. It has been learned thttere is no way | ——
to make nonalcc_)holic's into AA membera/Ne have to confine our membgrship to Buffalo Central Offlce
alcoholics, and we have to confine ou
stick to theses principles, we shall almost surely collapse. And if we collapse, we
cannot help anyone. 0

LEEENEN

So we are all faced with a choice, stand for something or fall for anything. Be obe-
dient to the principles embodied in our Twelve Traditions and preserve our society,
or, allow it to self destruct and become another once was, now undetectable trag-
edy. —
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Shawn C. (Abbott Rd. Men's Group)
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In September of 1948, Bill entered an article on Tradition Ten in the A.Re&daqgeitinew stirs up appreciation in the heart and vigi-

lance in the minid.serves as a good reminder of the freedom we enjoy as members of AlcoholieisAnesyagsusontss to

have a timeless quality of sober awareness and a sense of peace, enjoyment, and gratitude.

On Tradition Tend Al cohol i ¢cs Anonymous has no opinion on outside i

controversy."

Editorial by Bill W.:
No A.A. Group or member should ever, in such a way as to implicate A.A., express any opinion on outside controversial iss
particularly those of politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous Groups opipgseicto one. Conc
matters they can express no views whatever.
To most of us, Alcoholics Anonymous has become as solid as the Rock of Gibraltar. We like to believewhkitavilhsoon be &
and just as enduring as that historic landmark. We enjoy this pleasant conviction because nothing has ytteecaasohto distu
that we must hang together or die. Hence we take for granted our continued unity as a movement.
But should we? Though God has bestowed upon us great favors, and though we are bound by stronger tieshafnove and ne
most societies, is it prudent to suppose that automatically these great gifts and attributes shall be owstfgrewersialle are
probably continue to enjoy them. So the real question is, how shall we always be worthy of our present blessings?
Seen from this point of view, our A.A. Traditions are those attitudes and practices by which we may desetweg disea moveme
and a useful one. To this end, none could be more vital than our 10th Tradition, for it deals with the sgbjgmti®Toottoeversy
versy.
On the other side of the world, millions have not long since died in religious dissension. Other millicaschat®déesyin politi
The end is not yet. Nearly everybody in the world has turned reformer. Each group, society and nation 1¥@aymgtalthe othe
as we say, or else". Political controversy and reform by compulsion hastieschigghaAradl eternal, seeminglye diantles of
religious dissension.
Being like other men and women, how can we expect to remain forever immune from these perils? Probably,we shall not. /
must meet them all. We cannot flee from them, nor ought we try. If these challenges do come, we shall, éetthesure, go out t
gladly and unafraid. That will be the acid test of our worth.
Our best defense? This surely lies in the formation of a Tradition respecting serious controversy so pewedkh#sat afeither th
persons nor the strain and strife of our troubled times can harm Alcoholics Anonymous. We know that Aédomeisecontinue t
many of us and many of our brother alcoholics throughout the world will surely resume the hopeless journsyniveblivion. Th
be.
As though by some deep and compelling instinct we have thus far avoided serious controversies. Save minpaasd healthy ¢
we are at peace among ourselves. And because we have thus far adhered to our sole aim, the whole world regards us favc
May God grant us the wisdom and fortitude ever to sustain an unbreakable unity.

Bill W. in the A.A. Grapevine, September, 1948 Submitted by David C.
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STEP9 i Made direct amends to such peopl
except when to do so would injure
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Share your Experience, Strength and Hope

Please submit your announcements byltPté
for next monthds issue
Articles can be submitted at any time

L
)
Q
a
@
o
<
.

Q-

e-mail address: buffaloaa@hotmail.com
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or mail to:
Buffalo Central Office
681 Seneca St (lower) R A A N AN AN AN AN
Buffalo, New York 14210 R i A A
~ory
The Central Office of Western New York publishes Neav Frontiersmonthly. We are supported IN MEMORIAM é{
by your subscriptions and Central Office donations. Nlee Frontierspresents the experience an Things We Can Not Change

opinions of members of Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of alcoholism. The staff resenlisriheyl| of our members who have lost fanailyd loved one
right to edit any article for clarity and length. Articles will not be returned. Opinions expregse . .

here are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does publication of any article Helen B.: 43 years~ Renfalssance Group
the endorsement by the Central Office of Western New York or Alcoholics Anonymdl@dell H.: 10+ years~ Rise & Shine & Harmony Gro[lp
(Exceptions: quotations from fAAlcoholics .nonyru)anR_(‘;30+r”y§6yy§..l|_|4||(bi||)5@rglpps andff Twe
other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc. Rrti- Dan : Sunrise Court Group

cles reprinted with permission of A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are subject to Grapevine copyright.) .
3 Our thoughts and prayers are with y
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chegfance?Welcome H.A.N.D

Brian N. By
Don D. Gy
Danielle 8y
Susie M. 12y
Lisa E. 26y
Jim E. 28y
Jim K. 31y

Margaret M. 41y
Alexander

Jim 8. Ty
John R. By
Mark C. Oy
Amherst/Snyder
Megan L. Ay
Mark H. Sy
Nicole M. By
David Z. 16y
Dan J. 40y
Big Book Lockport
Christine C. Ty
Blvd Helping Hand
David G 13y
Dawn H. 30y
Coldspring

Carmen J. 26y
Courage

John W, Oy
Eyeopener

Richard 1y
Mark B. 1y
Jacob W. 2y
Karreen 3y
Bob D. Ay
Lisa S. Sy
Ron O. v
Steve b. 25y
Eyeopener South
Sahah B. 6m
Joe S. 1y
Bill P. 2y
Allison M. 3y
Chuck O. 3y
Naomi T. Ay
Bob D. By
VWendy A. By
Rick W. 28y
Fireside

Lisa A. Ay
Stacey L. Sy
Carol v
Sue 8 10y
Jill P. 11y
Patty M. 14y
John S. 24y
Barb L. 27y
Wilson Z. 44y
First Step (NF)

Jeff H. 3y
Karen M. Ay
Fresh Start

Reggie 20v
Margaret 38y
Golden Slipper

Bob A. 20y
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ANNIVERSARIES

SEPTEMBER
Dennis S. Oy
Harmony

Phil G. 2y
Amy H. Sy
Otis W, 8y
Roni J. 13y
Helping Hand

Andy Z. Sy

Jill K. 24y

Francees F. 26y
Holland

Jim F. 53y
How It Works
James R. 1y
Mark B. 1y
Rob F. By
Jeff F. v
Rob P. 8y
John T. 24y
Ironhorse

Kurt S. 6m
Pat D. 1y
Paul J. 2y
Brent N. By
Brandon B. Oy
Tracy M. 10y
Mike B. 18y
Just For Today
Dennis 3. Oy
John D. 32y
Russ Q. 45y
Lakeshore

John H. 36y
Dan J. 40
Lewport

Ken K. 28y
Car S. 38y
Lockport #1

Rob G. 1y
Lockview

Tim B. Ay
Rich H. 10y
Michelle O. 15y
Alex O. 15y
Paul E. 27y
Lovejoy

Chrissie C. 7y
Harmry P. 31y
John H. 31y
Main & High
Annette L. 22y
Marilla

Cindy 29y
North Buffalo
Kevin C. 4y
Eddie B. 4y
David R. Sy
Megan T. Sy
Jamie J. By
Mike B. By
Rob P. 8y
Micheal O. 18y
lan S. 25y
Tony R. 27y
Dave H. 28y

rchar ar te
Amanda S. 3m

Joanne O. 2y
Deb E. 3y
Laura D. 16y
Marilyn S. 23y
Purpose

Betsy E. 16y
Anita V. 37y

VYeronica B. 45y
Remember When

Greg H. 5y
Willie S. By
Felix V. 7y
Wendy A. 8y
Ottis W 8y
Tom WV. 10y
Yolanda F. 14y
Linda M. 15y
Randy H. 16y
Jacqueline P 16y
Annette L. 22y
Renaissance
Mike K. 9m
Rise & Shine

Ann M. 6m
Eli M. 9m
Brittany D. 1y
Frank G. 1y
Andy S. 2y
Amie G. Ay
Peter R. 24y
Sheridan

Betsy E. 16y
Dan M. 26y
Jean M. 31y
Spiritual Progress
Ellen V. 1y
Lynn H. 1y
Helene C. By
The Grove

Don P. 2y
Darcey 2y
John R. oy
Ray S. 21y
Phil G. 25y

Springville New Life

Larry S. 35y
Thruway

Leo M. 29y
We-Women's

Debbie 8y
Williamsville

Keith L. 24y
Chris R. 31y

il D Jearrg toldd E—:-, :

.E: Ebbegy told

ES® i told
Y D Bolb>,
=2 arradd sormrecone

Finalliy told me."q:-";’ :-‘I‘

Rowoland,
aarrdd told

Group Anniversaries

11:45 Noon; 18y
Acceptance;41y
Action; 47y

Arcade; 23y

Boulevard Women’s; 49y
Cathedral Park; 27y
Cormplanters; 43y

Easier Softer Way; 23y
Fireside PM;34y
Fredonia Discussion; 45y
Fresh Start; 33y
Golden Slipper; 41y
H.AN.D.;34y

Honesty, 42y
Ironhorse; 41y

North Buffalo; 75y
Orchard Park Step; 28y
Renewal; 44y

Step Work; 26y

South Town; 32y

The Journey; 24y

Please remember to
have the anniversaries
submitted by

the 12th

END OF BUSINESS DAY 4:30

of the month
previous

Ebbyy.

=ill,

T Fvowarnvik Godd -
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PLEASE READ AT YOUR MEETING...HELP KEEP EVERYONE INFORMED :.)

BUFFALO CENTRAL OFFICE 681 SENECA STREET (Lower)
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14210
(716] 853-0388 Fax: 853-0389
9:00 AM- 12:30PM, 2:00 PM- 4:30 PM buffaloaa@hotmali.com

September 2016

MEETING CHANGES

f Buffalo Creek Group hasmoved?2 (G KS DSy Saia / SyYyiSNE umcwm {SyS
1PM.

1 New Group; AA on Broadwayriday's 4:00 PM, Help Buffalo, 384 Broadway, Buffalo, 14204

1 "Friends Of Bill W". has changed it's name to "The Grove".

1 North Java Mondayhas moved to Holy Family Parish, 4316 Rte. 98, North Java 14113. Monday's 8:30
PM.

1 New Group; Beacon Of Hopéakeshore Behavioral Health, 254 Franklin St. Buffalo, 14202 (Upstairs)
Tuesday's at 1:15 PM. Open Meeting

1 *Feelings GroupWed.7:30 PmINO LONGER MEETFS8st Presbyterian Church, 149 Broad St.,

Tonawanda.

Support AA through the Envelope System

This is another way to help carry the AA message by making a personal donat|

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES; COMMITTEE MEETINGS

~ Sept 9Envelope System MeetindzRIDAY4:00 PM, Tim Horton's 1750 Niagara Falls Blvd. Tonawanda
~ Sept 10Archives Committee Meeting?nd SATURDAY® AM, Buffalo Central Office
~ Sept 11, Committee Meeting that meet prior to Central Committee 5:30 PM
St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203

Steering Committed4:30 PM)

Corrections Committee Meeting

Public Information Committee meeting
Treatment Facilities Committee
Nightwatch Committee

1 Followed ByCentral Committee 7:00 PM
~ Sept 16Convention Committee Meeting3rd Thursdag ¢ t a3 ¢KS | RIFYQ&a al NJ |
~ Oct 1General Service AssembISATURDAY ,12 Noéiirst Presbyterian Church, Westminster Hall, Corner
of 4th and Eagle Streets, Dunkirk, NY 14048




