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Buffalo Fall Convention  

Did you know that Bill W . spoke for 

our very first convention???  
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A Decision  of  the  Heart  

I am beginning to think the time has come to shut down AA.   It has lost sight of itsô singular purpose and the message is so convoluted 

that it just doesnôt mean anything to much of the current enlightened (?) membership.  Most meetings have become therapy sessions 

where anything goes and no one pays any attention to the traditions.  The history of other groups that tried to become a panacea of all 

the worldôs ills is lost on the therapy (self) centered meetings of today.  The Washingtonians and the Oxford Groups are two examples of 

wonderful organizations that lost sight of their purpose and now are all but undetectable.  I suspect AA is on the road to becoming all 

but undetectable.   

 

In NY State, driving is a privilege, and all driving privileges are not the same.  Someone who only holds a motorcycle license cannot 

drive a car or truck, and someone holding only an operatorsô license cannot operate a motorcycle or operate a tractor trailer.  There are 

certain guidelines that must be met to operate at each level and you must meet the criteria to enjoy the privileges of each licensing level.  

If you violate the guidelines for operation your privileges may be lost.  You can continue to operate a motor vehicle illegally through 

willfulness and wanton disregard, but you are subject to punishment up to and including imprisonment once your privileges are lost. 

 

So, what is the only requirement to enjoy the privilege of membership in AA?  A desire to stop drinking.  It is the ONLY requirement.  

It does not exclude people who have that desire and have other difficulties, but the unspoken imperative is that you honor the privilege 

by not introducing unrelated dogma as if it was ok, that you honor the privilege with personal obedience to the traditions, whether you 

like it or not.  There are many of us sober in AA today that have found freedom from other difficulties by being obedient to the spiritual 

principles embodied in the Twelve Steps and Traditions of AA.  To insist on our right to be different and do what we want is lik e the 

motorcycle only licensee who insists they have the right to operate a big rig despite an unwillingness to meet the guidelines for big rig 

licensing.  They lose the privilege to operate either if they are caught.  For ignoring the traditions of AA the price tag is much higher,  

people die.  Those who insist on ignoring the traditions endanger themselvesô and AA as a whole, through their disruptive influence on 

the tradition of Unity.  

 

In the 12 & 12, the dialogue on the 3rd Tradition points to a most troubling member early on who had another problem with drug addi-

tion.  The membership of that time was aware that the man had a real drinking history also, and as such met the only requirement for 

membership.  The man went on to become a tireless worker for AA and never disclosed his other problem except as it would be useful to 

an individual sufferer.  I donôt believe the phraseology,  ñ I know this AA, BUTò, ever crossed his lips.  He was obedient to the traditions 

and our singular purpose.  He probably would have know that referring to yourself as ñClean and Soberò automatically relegated our 

singular (primary) purpose to secondary importance by the grammatical construction of the phrase.  You may argue that it is only 

words, but we think in words, and the order of use indicates the order of importance. 

 

The phraseology, ñA drug, is a drug, is a drug.ò is not the language of AA.   While this may or may not be true in the medical commu-

nity, it is a statement that AA has no opinion on as it is an outside issue that commenting on violates our 11th tradition.  

 

This world is full of problems that we wish we could impact in some positive way.  Sons and daughters of AAôs are dropping like flies in 

Buffalo Central Office  

Needs 

Support  

!!! ATTENTION !!!  

Our monthly  

Central Committee meeting  

HAS MOVED to:  

 St. Michaelôs Parish 

   651 Washington Street 

           Buffalo, NY 14203 

our most complicated and addictive society.  Who among us does not have compas-

sion for those affected.  On an individual level, in the privacy of our personal world, 

we may act in any fashion we see fit.  However, introducing these problems to our 

AA groups is not in our best interest as a society. 

 

From the pamphlet ñProblems Other Than Alcoholò, approved by the General Ser-

vice Conference, it is stated: 

 

 ñOur first duty, as a society, is to insure our own survival.  Therefore, we 

have to avoid distractions and multipurpose activity.  An AA Group, as such, can-

not take on all the personal problems of its members, let alone the problems of the 

whole world. 

 

 Sobrietyðfreedom from alcoholðthrough the teaching and practice of the 

Twelve Steps is the sole purpose of an AA group.  Groups have repeatedly tried 

other activities, and they have always failed.  It has been learned that there is no way 

to make nonalcoholic's into AA members.  We have to confine our membership to 

alcoholics, and we have to confine our AA groups to a singular purpose.  If we donôt 

stick to theses principles, we shall almost surely collapse.  And if we collapse, we 

cannot help anyone.ò 

 

So we are all faced with a choice, stand for something or fall for anything.  Be obe-

dient to the principles embodied in our Twelve Traditions and preserve our society, 

or,  allow it to self destruct and become another once was, now undetectable trag-

edy. 
 

Shawn C.  (Abbott Rd. Men's Group) 

AA HAS OUTLIVED ITSõ USEFULNESS 
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Share your Experience, Strength and Hope 
Please submit your announcements by the 12th   

for next monthôs issue 

Articles can be submitted at any time 
 

e-mail address:  buffaloaa@hotmail.com 
 

or mail to: 
Buffalo Central Office 

681 Seneca St (lower) 

Buffalo, New York  14210 
 

The Central Office of Western New York publishes the New Frontiers monthly.  We are supported 
by your subscriptions and Central Office donations.  The New Frontiers presents the experience and 

opinions of members of Alcoholics Anonymous on the disease of alcoholism.  The staff reserves the 

right to edit any article for clarity and length.  Articles will not be returned.  Opinions expressed 
here are not those of Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole, nor does publication of any article imply 

the endorsement by the Central Office of Western New York or Alcoholics Anonymous.  

(Exceptions: quotations from ñAlcoholics Anonymousò, ñTwelve Steps and Twelve Traditionsò and 
other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.  Arti-

cles reprinted with permission of A.A. Grapevine, Inc. are subject to Grapevine copyright.) 

  

IN MEMORIAM  

Things We Can Not Change 

To all of our members who have lost family and loved ones 

Helen B.: 43 years~ Renaissance Group 

Odell H.: 10+ years~ Rise & Shine & Harmony Group 

Dan R.: 30+ years~ Hillbilly Group 

Dan : Sunrise Court Group 

 Our thoughts and prayers are with you  

Heard @ a Meeting 

 

What self inflicted punishment  

inhibits my joy today?  

  

In September of 1948, Bill entered an article on Tradition Ten in the A.A. Grapevine.  Reading it now stirs up appreciation in the heart and vigi-
lance in the mind.  It serves as a good reminder of the freedom we enjoy as members of Alcoholics Anonymous.  His message continues to 
have a timeless quality of sober awareness and a sense of peace, enjoyment, and gratitude. 
On Tradition Ten:   òAlcoholics Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues; hence the A.A. name ought never be drawn into public 
controversy." 
Editorial by Bill W.: 

No A.A. Group or member should ever, in such a way as to implicate A.A., express any opinion on outside controversial issues--
particularly those of politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous Groups oppose no one. Concerning such 
matters they can express no views whatever. 
To most of us, Alcoholics Anonymous has become as solid as the Rock of Gibraltar. We like to believe that it will soon be as well known 
and just as enduring as that historic landmark. We enjoy this pleasant conviction because nothing has yet occurred to disturb it; we reason 
that we must hang together or die. Hence we take for granted our continued unity as a movement. 
But should we? Though God has bestowed upon us great favors, and though we are bound by stronger ties of love and necessity than 
most societies, is it prudent to suppose that automatically these great gifts and attributes shall be ours forever. If we are worthy, we shall 
probably continue to enjoy them. So the real question is, how shall we always be worthy of our present blessings? 
Seen from this point of view, our A.A. Traditions are those attitudes and practices by which we may deserve, as a movement, a long life 
and a useful one. To this end, none could be more vital than our 10th Tradition, for it deals with the subject of controversy--serious contro-
versy. 
On the other side of the world, millions have not long since died in religious dissension. Other millions have died in political controversy. 
The end is not yet. Nearly everybody in the world has turned reformer. Each group, society and nation is saying to the other, "You must do 
as we say, or else". Political controversy and reform by compulsion has reached an all-time high. And eternal, seemingly, are the flames of 
religious dissension. 
Being like other men and women, how can we expect to remain forever immune from these perils? Probably we shall not. At length, we 
must meet them all. We cannot flee from them, nor ought we try. If these challenges do come, we shall, I am sure, go out to meet them 
gladly and unafraid. That will be the acid test of our worth. 
Our best defense? This surely lies in the formation of a Tradition respecting serious controversy so powerful that neither the weakness of 
persons nor the strain and strife of our troubled times can harm Alcoholics Anonymous. We know that A.A. must continue to live, or else 
many of us and many of our brother alcoholics throughout the world will surely resume the hopeless journey to oblivion. That must never 
be. 
As though by some deep and compelling instinct we have thus far avoided serious controversies. Save minor and healthy growing pains, 
we are at peace among ourselves. And because we have thus far adhered to our sole aim, the whole world regards us favorably. 
May God grant us the wisdom and fortitude ever to sustain an unbreakable unity. 

Bill W. in the A.A. Grapevine, September, 1948                                                                      Submitted by David C. 

STEP 9  ñMade direct amends to such people wherever possible,  

except when to do so would injure them or others.ò 
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¶ Buffalo Creek Group has moved ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ нмсм {ŜƴŜŎŀ {ǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ мпнмлΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩǎΣ 
1PM. 

¶ New Group; AA on Broadway, Friday's 4:00 PM, Help Buffalo, 384 Broadway, Buffalo, 14204 

¶ "Friends Of Bill W". has changed it's name to "The Grove". 

¶ North Java Monday has moved to Holy Family Parish, 4316 Rte. 98, North Java 14113. Monday's 8:30 
PM. 

¶ New Group; Beacon Of Hope, Lakeshore Behavioral Health, 254 Franklin St. Buffalo, 14202 (Upstairs) 
Tuesday's at 1:15 PM. Open Meeting 

¶ *Feelings Group; Wed.7:30 Pm, NO LONGER MEETS. First Presbyterian Church, 149 Broad St.,  
         Tonawanda. 

September 2016  

MEETING CHANGES 

~ Sept 9, Envelope System Meeting; FRIDAY, 4:00 PM, Tim Horton's 1750 Niagara Falls Blvd. Tonawanda 
~ Sept 10, Archives Committee Meeting; 2nd SATURDAY, 9 AM, Buffalo Central Office 
~ Sept 11, Committee Meeting that meet prior to Central Committee 5:30 PM 
St. Michael's Parish, 651 Washington St., Buffalo 14203 

Steering Committee (4:30 PM) 
Corrections Committee Meeting 

Public Information Committee meeting 
Treatment Facilities Committee 

Nightwatch Committee 

¶ Followed By Central Committee 7:00 PM 
~ Sept 16, Convention Committee Meeting, 3rd ThursdayΣ с taΣ ¢ƘŜ !ŘŀƳΩǎ aŀǊƪ IƻǘŜƭΦ 
~ Oct 1, General Service Assembly, SATURDAY ,12 Noon First Presbyterian Church, Westminster Hall, Corner 
of 4th and Eagle Streets, Dunkirk, NY 14048 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES; COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Support AA through the Envelope System : 
This is another way to help carry the AA message by making a personal donation.  


